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Dear Parish Family, 

This Sunday, February 2, is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord.  Today we celebrate the 

Presentation of Jesus in the temple.  Today is also called Candlemas Day because it was the day 

on which the candles to be used during the year would be blessed.

Monday, February 3, is the feast of St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr.  Because St. Blaise saved a 

choking child, he is the patron saint for healing diseases of the throat, and, therefore, the 

blessing of throats is associated with the feast of St. Blaise.  Throats will be individually blessed 

during the 5:30 p.m. Mass on Monday, February 3, and at the 9:30 a.m. All-School Mass on 

Friday, February 7.

Next Sunday is World Marriage Day.  Therefore, there will be a blessing for married couples 

and engaged couples at all the Masses next weekend.

We had a wonderful Catholic Schools Week this past week beginning last Sunday.  First, Kevin 

Gawrys, our principal, spoke at all the Masses.  I want to thank Mr. Gawrys for all the kind 

things he said about me although some of them were a bit exaggerated.  Second, the Liturgical 

Choir directed by Ms. Brandi Caruthers and accompanied by Mr. Tom Costello did an excellent 

job at the 9:30 a.m. Mass.  I forgot to congratulate and thank them at the end of Mass.  Thank you, and congratulations! Third, we had a 

very successful open house following the 9:30 a.m.  Mass.  Fourteen new families registered 17 new students.  Thanks to all the 

administration, faculty, staff, parents, students, and organizations who worked so hard to make Open House a success.  Of course, there 

were all kinds of special activities during the week.

Mr. Gawrys was correct that I have always said that parents choose Catholic schools for one or more than one of three reasons: discipline, 

academics, and/or faith traditions.  As he said, discipline is not punishment.  Rather, discipline provides students with an orderly, 

structured environment that calls forth the best in them and enables them to grow into the-best-version-of-themselves.  A school has no 

reason to exist if it does not provide children with a quality education that will prepare them for the next stages of their education and to 

live well in today’s world.  We are always called to improve the quality of our education.  However, the only real reason for a Catholic 

school to exist is to share the Good News of Jesus Christ by word and example.

Besides what Mr. Gawrys shared, I have one other core belief about Catholic school education.  First, I believe that a Catholic school 

should be a microcosm of a parish.  In other words, the school should embody the best qualities of the parish.  What draws people to 

Little Flower parish is that we are a warm, welcoming, accepting parish and we have beautiful Liturgy.  This same is true of our school.  

When I first arrived 22 years ago, one of the first things I noticed was the close relationship between parish and school.  This often is not 

true.  

Today I would like to thank our administration, faculty, staff, students, families, alumni, and friends who help Little Flower continue to 

be the excellent mission-driven school it has always been.  

As you may remember, last year's festival proceeds were directed toward extra security cameras around the campus.  Recently we had 

five new cameras installed, both internally and externally, including two inside the church building.  A third camera will be added in the 

near future.  It is our hope that these extra security measures help ensure the safety and well being of our parish family and community.

Finally, I will have my second cataract surgery this Tuesday.

Have a wonderful week!

The next Baptism Preparation 

Class is Monday, February 

3, at 7:00 p.m. in the Parish 

Center. This class is required 

for parents who are 

requesting baptism for their 

child and have not previously attended a preparation 

class. Please call the parish center at 317-357-8352 to 

let us know you plan to attend. Plan ahead, as the next 

class will not take place until April.

We extend our sympathy to 

Beth Leszcynski, David 

(Michael), Katie (John), and 

Bo (Kathryn) on the death of 

Beth’s husband, and David, Katie and Bo’s father, 

Bobby Leszcynski, who passed away on January 22

and whose funeral liturgy was celebrated here on 

January 28.  Please keep all of Bobby’s family and 

friends in your thoughts and prayers during this 

difficult time.  May God grant Bobby eternal life.  
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For the Week of February 3 – 9, 2025

03 February Monday 

5:30 p.m. Souls in Purgatory by John T. Kelly

04 February Tuesday

No Mass

05 February Wednesday 

5:30 p.m.. Nancy O’Connor by David & Bev Dinn

06 February Thursday

5:30 p.m. Lupe Mendoza by Justin Mendoza

07 February Friday  

9:30 a.m. Mary Helen Eckrich by Bonnie & Paul 

Suding

08 February Saturday – The Vigil of the 5th Sunday of 

Ordinary Time

5:00 p.m. For the People

09 February The Fifth Sunday of Ordinary Time

9:30 a.m. For the Intentions of Fr. Bob by Your 

Parish Family

6:00 p.m. Carlos Pedrazza by Deysi, Debbie, & 

Alvaro Pedrazza

Weekend Mass Attendance (weekly averages)

December 2019 – February 2020 (pre-pandemic) 608

June 2020 – May 2021 249

June 2021 – May 2022 434

June 2022 – May 2023 483

June 2023 – May 2024 497

June 2024 – December 2024 485

January 2025 472

All Christmas Masses 1,198

The Adventuresome Group will meet on 

Wednesday, February 12 following 

11:30 a.m. Mass (NOTE TIME 

CHANGE). This month our kindergarten 

students will be with us.  They will be 

“helping” us put puzzles together.   Please 

plan on joining us.  You may call Jeannie, 317-357-8352, in the 

parish office, if you plan on attending.

Readings for February 8 and 9

Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Isaiah 6:1-2a, 3-8

I Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

To read the readings on-line, go to 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/020925.cfm

February 2 - 9, 2025
DAY ROOM TIME GROUP

Sunday New Parishioner Registration after all Masses.

Church 9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy

Duffey Hall

(school café)

10:30 a.m. Coffee and Donuts

School 10:30 a.m. Religious Ed

School 10:30 a.m. 1st Communion Prep 

for older children

School 10:30 a.m. OCIA for Children

St. Therese
(Parish Center)

3:00 p.m. Confirmation Prep

Holy Family 7:00 p.m. Youth Group

Monday St. Patrick
(Parish Center)

7:00 p.m. Baptism Class

Tuesday Duffey Hall

(school café)

6:30 p.m. Bible Study

Church 7:00 p.m. Choir

St. Therese
(Parish Center)

7:00 p.m. OCIA

Wednesday St. Therese
(Parish Center)

5:00 p.m. SVDP

St. Patrick
(Parish Center)

7:00 p.m. School Commission

Thursday St. Therese
(Parish Center)

1:00 p.m. Bible Study

Duffey Hall

(school café)

5:30 p.m. Ladies Club

St. Therese
(Parish Center)

6:00 p.m. Women’s AA 

Workshop

St. Patrick
(Parish Center)

6:30 p.m. Euchre Club

St. Therese
(Parish Center)

8:00 p.m. AA

Friday St. Therese
(Parish Center)

4:00 p.m. Legion of Mary

Saturday St. Patrick
(Parish Center)

7:00 a.m. Men’s Prayer Group

Blood Pressure Check after all Masses

Sunday Church 9:30 a.m. Children’s Liturgy

Church 9:30 a.m. Rite of Illumination-

First Communion

Duffey Hall

(school café)

10:30 a.m. Coffee and Donuts

School 10:30 a.m. Religious Ed

School 10:30 a.m. 1st Communion Prep 

for Older Students

School 10:30 a.m. OCIA for Children

Arts and Environment Ministry 
Chair Needed

We all enjoyed seeing the church 
decorated for the Christmas 
season, but did you ever wonder 
who decorates Little Flower 

throughout the entire liturgical year? The Arts and 
Environment ministry is part of the liturgy commission and 
contributes to our spirit of worship in a unique way. Holly 
Hodges has been serving as chair of this ministry since 
2021 but is leaving the parish and is looking for an 
immediate replacement. It’s a wonderful opportunity to 
serve the parish and make our home beautiful for the 
Lord! If you have any interest or questions about the time
commitment, responsibilities, or training timeline please 
contact Holly at happyholly97@gmail.com or text her at 
(317) 513-2129.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!
Ladies Club Meeting and Canvas Painting Class

Please bring yourself, your daughters and granddaughters, and friends 
to the Ladies Club meeting and Canvas Painting class on Thursday, 
February 6 beginning at 5:30 p.m. (NOTE: earlier start time.)
Following the meeting, the painting class will begin at 6:30 p.m., for 
those unable to be at the meeting but want to attend the painting class.
Appetizers, desserts, and water will be provided. If you want something 
to drink besides water, please bring your own.
The cost is $20.00 per person and reservations are needed, so that 
our instructor can bring enough supplies. Please RSVP to Mary 
Conway by email, Sistermm118@aol.com or by phone, 317-938-1195.
Deadline for reservations is Monday, February 3.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER

Your Gifts of Treasure

Weekly Budget Goal $         13,300.00

Collection of January 25 and 26 $ 10,615.06

Electronic Contributions 1/20-1/24 $         3,385.69

Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Actual $       408,539.59

Fiscal Year 2024-2025 Budget $     399,000.00

Fiscal Year 2024-2025 YTD $    9,539.59

Home Improvement Fund

November Contributions $ 2,332.00

December Contributions $ 2,520.00

January Contributions $ 2,264.00

Coming Soon!
Watch your mail for information about our annual 

stewardship drive. The year’s intention weekend will be 
February 22/23.

Untied Catholic Appeal
(gifts processed as of 1/7)

Parish Goal            $  60,757.00
# of gifts received or pledged      94

Amount of gifts received or pledged $  23,210.00

Chuck Lofton to address Catholic Business Exchange

Chuck Lofton, Broadcast Meteorologist at WTHR-TV, will 

address the February Catholic Business Exchange. His topic will 

be: Finishing Strong.

The event is February 21, at the Northside Events and Social 

Club. Mass is offered at 7 a.m. and the program will be finished 

by 9 a.m. Cost for the program includes a great breakfast and is 

$20 in advance for members and $25 for non-members. 

Registration is required by 4 p.m., Tuesday February 18. To 

register, pay online and for more information, visit 

www.catholicbusinessexchange.org.

Please keep our ill and homebound 
parishioners and friends in your 
thoughts and prayers, especially the 
following people who have requested 
prayers for various reasons:  

Bill Ajamie, Charlotte Allstatt, Tricia Allstatt, 
Fr. Mike Barton, Marylyn Blackwell, Esther 
Capps, Joe Clegg, Mark Clevenger, Dennis 

Debruhl, Dan Dugan, Sherri (Ruegamer) Dugger, Joanna Estes, 
Forestal Family, Carol Freeland, Olivia Garrison, Haydee Gloria, Margie 
Greene, Mary Lou Hoggatt, Lois Irwin, Carrie Jones, John Jones, Bob 
Lawless, Karen Lientz, Larry Lynch, Catherine McKenna-Sexton,
Richard Mattingly, Sally Meth, Gene Miller, Carol Murphy, Jimmy 
Murphy, Mike Payne, Ray Quinn, Bill Rathz, Judy Rathz, Mary Rector, 
Scott Rhinehart, Lourdes Riedeman, Bill Schlosser, Gary Walters, 
Janet Wilkerson, Sr. Lucia Christi Zetzl

If you get a chance, please send them a card or a note. It will brighten 
their day. This week we especially want to remember:

Sally Meth

1463 N Bosart Ave., Indianapolis, IN 46201

Pray for our active military family/friends:

Brian Ledgerwood, serving on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, son of 
Diane Anderson

Victor Franco, serving at Malmstrom Air Force Base in Great Falls, 
MT.

Matthew Hughey, serving in Tokyo, Japan – nephew of Rita Cooning.

Aden S. Haigerty, United States Navy, serving with Naval Security 
Forces, Deveselu, Romania – nephew of Mike Haigerty.   

Javier Estrada – United States Navy, serving in AAMDS Poland. son 
of Liliana Estrada, grandson of Martin and Shannon Estrada.

Jared Cox - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, grandson of Ed 
and Cindy Wernsing.

Juan Santiago - United States Army at Fort Riley, Kansas, son of 
Velma Cecilio and brother of Edgar Santiago.

Zach Meyer, Marine Reserve in South Bend, son-in-law of Dave and 
Dora Hughey. 

Ian Carter, serving on the Dwight D. Eisenhower Aircraft Carrier in the 
Persian Gulf, great nephew of Pauline and Charlie Graf.

Lexi Robertson, Naval Submarine Base, New London, CT., 
granddaughter of Barb Bruce

Riley Allstatt, serving at the San Diego Marine Basic Camp, son of 
Mark and Christa Allstatt and grandson of Dave and Charlotte Allstatt. 

If you or someone in your family is ill or serving our country 
and would like their name listed in the bulletin so others can 
pray for them, please contact Peggy Clegg at 317-357-8352 
or pclegg@littleflowerparish.org.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
https://www.discerninghearts.com/catholic-podcasts/btp23-gazing-on-the-face-of-christ-with-the-saints-beginning-to-pray-special-w-dr-anthony-lilles-2/st-therese-of-lisieux/
http://www.kroger.com/communityrewards
https://www.svdpindy.org/give/blue-bin-locator/
mailto:paula.light@att.net
mailto:hsnyder@svdpindy.org


THE PRESENTATION OF THE LORD

Volunteers Needed
Work from Home

We have two volunteer 

opportunities available that 

can be performed from the 

comfort of your own home. 

Both opportunities involve 

responding to requests from neighbors requesting assistance with food, 

clothing, household furnishings, and rent/utility assistance. 

Computer/internet access is required, and training is provided.

Telephone Ministry: 

• English Helpline:  Volunteers needed to take calls from English-

speaking neighbors requesting assistance. Minimum commitment is 

a 2-hour shift, 2 days a month. Daily shifts are 8:30-10:30 a.m., 

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m., and 12:30-2:30 p.m. If interested, contact 

Heather Snyder, hsnyder@svdpindy.org, 309-533-2678.

• Spanish Helpline:  Volunteers needed to take calls from Spanish-

speaking neighbors requesting assistance. Commitment TBD. If 

interested, contact Maria Gonzalez, marilena1940@aol.com , 317-

294-0607.

On-line Volunteers:

Volunteers needed to field on-line requests made through our website 

from neighbors requesting assistance. Shifts are 7 days a week every 6 

weeks. If interested, contact Paula Light, paula.light@att.net, 317-403-

1385.

If you have limited time available, you may want to consider being a 

substitute on the telephone ministry to replace a regular volunteer on 

vacation, out sick, etc. These are great opportunities for anyone looking 

to volunteer from home and make a difference in the lives of others.

URGENT NEED FOR WINTER APPAREL

With the continuation of the extreme cold weather, we need cold 

weather gear for our neighbors. We need men’s, women’s, and 

children’s gently used coats, hats, and gloves. All sizes are 

welcome, and we would greatly appreciate your donations.

You can drop them off at the Distribution Center dock 1201 E. 

Maryland St. Monday-Saturday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. or at one of our 

blue donation boxes around the city –

https://www.svdpindy.org/give/blue-bin-locator/. 

Thank you for helping us keep our neighbors warm this winter.

Kroger Community Rewards

Our fourth-quarter earnings from 
The Kroger Community Rewards 
Fundraiser are $675.07, with 232
households participating between 
10/1/2024 – 12/31/2024. You could 
help Little Flower School earn up to 
$50,000 every three months! How? By 
shopping at Kroger and using your 

registered Kroger Plus Card. To register your Kroger Plus Card, 
go to www.kroger.com/communityrewards. You will first sign in to 
your Kroger account or register for a new account. After you log 
into your account, please enter our organization number 
CP031. The more you spend at Kroger, the larger the check 
Little Flower will receive.  Note: It will be necessary for you to re-
register for this program every year. Thanks in advance!  

Summerfest 2025
May 30 – June 1

The next leadership meeting is Wednesday, February 
26 at 7:00 p.m. in the cafeteria.

--------------------------------------------------------
Calling all volunteers – the Silent Auction needs your 
help! In a typical Festival year we reach out to 400+ area 
businesses and ask for donations. Would you be willing 
to make just 10 phone calls to area businesses for the 
Silent Auction? We have the businesses and their contact 
information identified, and we have prepared a script for 
you to use. Many hands make light work! Please contact 
Elizabeth Mann at 463-206-5196 if you can help. Thank 
you!

PLEASE CONSIDER REMEMBERING
LITTLE FLOWER PARISH AND SCHOOL

IN YOUR ESTATE PLANNING.

WHAT “IS” LITTLE FLOWER/LITTLE STORIES???

POSSIBLE POWERFUL PERSONAL

People from our pews tell what really matters. Personal/up close 

and candid! True anecdotes that go deep into the soul

Parishioners, real people, sharing their joy, their sorrows, and 

their faith. Come and see what it is all about.

• 2/13 Recognizing God’s Love

• 3/13   Forgiveness

• 5/15 How I Came to Know Jesus

• 5/25    Mary and Me

7:00 p.m.

Little Flower Sanctuary

FESTIVAL 
NEWS  
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You’re Invited

WHO: All parishioners over the age of  55

WHAT: Cupid’s Bingo

WHEN: Saturday, February 15, following 5:00 p.m.
Mass

WHERE: Duffey Hall (School Cafeteria)

WHY: The 8th grade class has planned an evening of  
fun for all in attendance; including a 
spaghetti dinner, bingo, and maybe even dancing!! 

RSVP: Reservations are needed for food preparation. 
Peggy Clegg:  pclegg@littleflowerparish.org or 317-357-8352 

February

Day of Silence/Self-Directed
Wednesday, February 19, 2025 / 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Description: This day is unscheduled and offers retreatants the opportunity to “unplug” 
from the outside world in a relaxed, calm and quiet setting.
Registration: $45 per person; including lunch, Mass, private room for the day and 
access to areas of peace within the retreat house and grounds. An overnight stay, if 

available, can be added for an additional $35 per night.

March

Tis a Gift to Be Simple...Finding Hope and Peace of Mind in a Complex Time – a Lenten Day of Retreat
Led by: Father Jeff Godecker and Mary Shaffner
Saturday, March 8, 2025 / 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Description: This one-day retreat is for all who seek a life that is more emotionally healthy and spiritually rich, but especially for those who feel that life 
is moving too fast, is too busy and cluttered! During this retreat, we will seek the wisdom of Saints, dive into scripture and have time for personal 
reflection about a simplicity that brings a life that is more peaceful, joyful and more hopeful. The day will begin with prayer and conclude with Saturday 
evening Mass.
Registration: $45 per person

Day of Silence/Self-Directed
Friday, March 28, 2025 / 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Description: This day is unscheduled and offers retreatants the opportunity to “unplug” from the outside world in a relaxed, calm and quiet setting.
Registration: $45 per person; includes lunch, Mass, private room for the day and access to areas of peace within the retreat house and grounds. An 
overnight stay, if available, can be added for an additional $35 per night.

Being True to The Path – A Weekend Retreat with Paula D’Arcy
Led by: Paula D’Arcy
7:30 a.m. Friday, March 28 – 12 p.m., Sunday, March 30, 2025, 2025
Description: Being true to the life we’ve been given to experience is our immense responsibility. A great love moves in life, and whoever touches this 
love looks at the world from one heart and understands that God is everywhere in disguise… During this weekend retreat, Paula D’Arcy (writer, 
International retreat leader, and founder of the Red Bird Foundation) will share her stories, gifts, wisdom, and insights on this theme and give us 
opportunities to explore deeper into its meaning in our own lives.
Registration: $275 per person

To register go to //www.archindy.org/fatima - click on “Register” on home page and scroll through Calendar of Events to find programs. You may also 
contact our Registrar, Lisa Coons at (317)545-7681;lcoons@archindy.org
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“Preserving the Rite of Christian
Burial and Respecting the

Liturgy of Cremation.”
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The Businesses listed above make this bulletin possible.

Sign up to get our bulletin in your email each week.  Go to DiscoverMass.com/subscribe

Please support them when you can.
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